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RECORD OF COMUSMACV FONECON 


PARTY CALLED: AMB BUNKER 1030 8 February 1968 

SUBJECT: Conversation with Mr. De Borchgrave of Newsweek 

GEN W. reported had just talked for one and a half hours with Mr. 

de Borchgrave, Senior Editor, Newsweek , who passed on disturbing 
reports he had received from an Italian reporter who had been in the VC- 
controlled area of Cholon and had talked there to Phan Van Dong, a retired 
ARVN general officer living there. According to this source, VC making 
real gains in Cholon--going around house-to-house in preparation for f ; 

take-over. ARVN have a road block set up, just down the road from it j 

the VC have their ’own road block; appears to be a truce set up between 
the two. 

Situation looks onimous— need to get ARVN to put more steam into 
j ] efforts to clear out Cholon. Amb said had talked to Pres Thieu last night; 

U he has daily conference with his commanders at 1800, they assure him 
I everything possible being done. Difficult for him to go against advice of 
^ his commanders. 

Perhaps Amb Komer should get together with Gens Vien and Khang 
and discuss these things and the possibilities of taking a different approach. 
Gen W. recommended Amb talk to Thieu about the se press reports; there 
may be come things the Vietnamese don't realize- -faith in their intel shaken, 
may be some info we can supply them. Amb said would get with Thieu as 
soon as can. 

General rundown: got 14 US out of Lang Vei, 6 KIA or missing, know 
• some of them are dead, postive info 3 tanks knocked out. Mortaring and 

I rocketing with some ground attack at Khe Sanh, no further details. Both 
bridges out at Hue. Contact south of Danang, enemy trying to get in same 
f as did at Hue. Dragon Mt got 10 rounds 122 rocket last night. Enemy has ! 
radio station at Dalat, also Pasteur Institute. Going to be difficult to get 
them out of there — this is pride and joy of country, would hate to damage it. 
Attack on district HQ in III Corps, 10 body count, 5 friendly KIA. North of 
Saigon 1st Div got 42, lost 2, and 25th Div got 35, had 2 WIA. General 
harassment in IV Corps. 

Totals to date: 24662 body count, 5000 detainees, 5572 individual 
weapons, 872 crew-served weapons. 703 US KIA, 1303 ARVN KIA. 
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